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2011 Version of Advance Beneficiary Notice of Noncoverage Must Be Used Beginning Sun

Jan 1, 2012
In May 2011, CMS released an updated version of the Advance Beneficiary Notice of

Noncoverage (ABN) (form CMS-R-131), which will replace the 2008 version of this form.

The 2011 version contains no substantive changes from the 2008 version of the notice
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and was approved by the Office of Management and Budget. The 2008 and 2011 ABN
notices are identical except that the release date of “3/71” is printed in the lower left
hand corner of the new version. The ABN is used by all providers, practitioners, and
suppliers paid under Medicare Part B, as well as hospice providers and religious non-
medical healthcare institutions (RNHCIs) paid exclusively under Part A.

When the 2011 ABN was posted to the CMS website on Mon May 16, CMS announced a
mandatory use date of Thu Sep 1 and permitted providers and suppliers to begin using
the new form immediately. Subsequently, we received requests from the industry to extend
this deadline in order to permit providers and suppliers with pre-printed stockpiles of
ABNSs time to exhaust their supplies.

Providers and suppliers are allowed to use either the 2008 or 2011 version of the ABN
through the end of this year; beginning Sun Jan 1, 2012, they must begin using the 2011
version. ABNs issued after Sun Jan 1 that are prepared using the 2008 version of the
notice will be considered invalid by Medicare contractors. 2008 versions of the ABN that
were issued prior to Sun Jan 1 as long-term notification for repetitive services delivered
for up to one year will remain effective for the length of time specified on the notice.
Information and a copy of the 2011 version of the ABN (form CMS-R-131) can be found
online at http://www.CMS.gov/BNI , under the “FFS Revised ABN " link.

To DOWNLOAD the Revised ABN form CLICK HERE
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About the Author

Manny Oliverez

Manny Oliverez, CPC, is a 20-year healthcare veteran and the CEO and co-

founder of Capture Billing, a medical billing services company located outside
of Washington, D.C. He teaches the nation’s physicians, administrators, and medical practices
how to maximize billing and revenue cycle management processes. Manny also frequently posts

articles and videos on his award-winning healthcare blog. For more information on Manny and

his company, please visit his website, or call (703)327-1800. And if you’re on LinkedIn, please
look for him there too. READ MORE
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Capture Billing & Consulting, Inc.

Capture Billing and Consulting, Inc. is one of the top leaders in the medical billing industry. We
help busy medical practices drastically reduce patient and insurance accounts receivable, and
increase physician reimbursement. Capture Billing’s services provides one of the most cost-
effective and proficient billing solutions available to healthcare professionals. Eliminating the
need for an on-site medical billing staff can allow physicians to focus on their primary passion of
providing quality healthcare to their patients. Physicians can leave the stress of doing their own
medical billing to us.

We help you collect more money, faster and easier.

Improve your bottom line and peace of mind with our medical billing services.
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